
Jehovah Nissi
The Lord is my Banner



Exodus 17:1-16
1 Then all the congregation of the children of Israel set out on their journey from the Wilderness of Sin,
according to the commandment of the Lord, and camped in Rephidim; but there was no water for the
people to drink. 2 Therefore the people contended with Moses, and said, “Give us water, that we may
drink.” So Moses said to them, “Why do you contend with me? Why do you tempt the Lord?”

3 And the people thirsted there for water, and the people complained against Moses, and said, “Why is
it you have brought us up out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and our livestock with thirst?” 4 So
Moses cried out to the Lord, saying, “What shall I do with this people? They are almost ready to stone
me!”

5 And the Lord said to Moses, “Go on before the people, and take with you some of the elders of Israel.
Also take in your hand your rod with which you struck the river, and go. 6 Behold, I will stand before
you there on the rock in Horeb; and you shall strike the rock, and water will come out of it, that the
people may drink.”And Moses did so in the sight of the elders of Israel. 7 So he called the name of the
place Massah and Meribah, because of the contention of the children of Israel, and because they
tempted the Lord, saying, “Is the Lord among us or not?”

8 Now Amalek came and fought with Israel in Rephidim. 9 And Moses said to Joshua, “Choose us some
men and go out, fight with Amalek. Tomorrow I will stand on the top of the hill with the rod of God in
my hand.” 10 So Joshua did as Moses said to him, and fought with Amalek. And Moses, Aaron, and Hur
went up to the top of the hill. 11 And so it was, when Moses held up his hand, that Israel prevailed;
and when he let down his hand, Amalek prevailed. 12 But Moses’ hands became heavy; so they took a
stone and put it under him, and he sat on it. And Aaron and Hur supported his hands, one on one side,
and the other on the other side; and his hands were steady until the going down of the sun. 13 So
Joshua defeated Amalek and his people with the edge of the sword.

14 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Write this for a memorial in the book and recount it in the hearing of
Joshua, that I will utterly blot out the remembrance of Amalek from under heaven.” 15 And Moses
built an altar and called its name, The-Lord-Is-My-Banner; 16 for he said, “Because the Lord has sworn:
the Lord will have war with Amalek from generation to generation.”



Exodus 17:7

So he called the name of the place Massah and
Meribah, because of the contention of the
children of Israel, and because they tempted the
Lord, saying, “Is the Lord among us or not?”



Complaints from the Israelites

1. Exodus 14:11 - “Then they said to Moses, “Because there were no
graves in Egypt, have you taken us away to die in the wilderness? Why
have you so dealt with us, to bring us up out of Egypt? 12 Is this not the
word that we told you in Egypt, saying, ‘Let us alone that we may serve
the Egyptians’? For it would have been better for us to serve the
Egyptians than that we should die in the wilderness.”

2. Exodus 15:24 - 24 And the people complained against Moses, saying,
“What shall we drink?”

3. Exodus 16:3 - 3 And the children of Israel said to them, “Oh, that we
had died by the hand of the LORD in the land of Egypt, when we sat by
the pots of meat and when we ate bread to the full! For you have
brought us out into this wilderness to kill this whole assembly with
hunger.”



1 Samuel 15:2

2 Thus says the Lord of hosts: ‘I will punish
Amalek for what he did to Israel, how he
ambushed him on the way when he came up
from Egypt.



Deuteronomy 25:17-19

17 Remember what the Amalekites did to you along
the way when you came out of Egypt. 18 When you
were weary and worn out, they met you on your
journey and attacked all who were lagging behind;
they had no fear of God.



Exodus 17:14

Then the Lord said to Moses, “Write this for a
memorial in the book and recount it in the hearing of
Joshua, that I will utterly blot out the remembrance of
Amalek from under heaven.”



Three main characters

•Joshua: Name means “God is salvation”

•Aaron: First High Priest of Israel

•Hur: Father of Bethlehem



Raising Hands

• Exodus 9:29: “So Moses said to him, “As soon as I have gone out of 
the city, I will spread out my hands to the LORD; the thunder will 
cease, and there will be no more hail, that you may know that 
the earth is the LORD’s.”

• 1 Kings 8:22: “Then Solomon stood before the altar of the LORD in 
the presence of all the assembly of Israel, and spread out his hands 
toward heaven;”

• Nehemiah 8:6: “Ezra praised the LORD, the great God; and all the 
people lifted their hands and responded, “Amen! Amen!”

• 1 Timothy 2:8: “I desire therefore that the men pray everywhere, 
lifting up holy hands, without wrath and doubting;”



Exodus 17:7

So he called the name of the place Massah and
Meribah, because of the contention of the
children of Israel, and because they tempted the
Lord, saying, “Is the Lord among us or not?”
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